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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group II, Claims 33-36 and 40-49 in the 
reply filed on 03/01/2005 is acknowledged. 

In addition, Claims 54-71 have been added; and Claims 1-32, 37-39 and 50-53 
have been canceled. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 33-36, 40-49 and 54-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Anderson et al. (US-6,636,259). 

Regarding claim 33, Anderson et al. disclose a system (fig. 1 and description) 
facilitating uploading of digital images from a digital camera (14), the system 
comprising: 

a digital camera (fig. 1 , digital camera 14) for capturing digital images (col. 3, 



lines 25-49; also see fig. 3 and its description); 
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a Web site (fig. 1, website 22) for hosting said digital images captured by the 
digital camera (col. 3, lines 25-49); 

a transport mechanism for uploading the digital images from the digital camera to 
a user account (fig. 1 , user account 40) at the Web site, said user account being pre- 
provisioned for the digital camera (col. 3, lines 50-col. 4; see fig. 1 and description); 

a module (OS 70, see fig. 3 and its description) for automatically associating the 
digital images uploaded to the Web site with the pre-provisioned user account (col. 3, 
lines 40-49) and thereafter providing on-line access to the digital images (col. 4, lines 
31-45), without requiring a user to manually set up the user account ("automatically"; 
col. 4, lines 25-30; for more detais see fig. 1 , and its description). 

Regarding claim 34, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, wherein 
said digital camera employs a cellular phone for wirelessly uploading the digital images 
(col. 4, lines 47-67). 

Regarding claim 35, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 34, wherein 
said digital camera and said cellular phone are selectively coupled to one another (col. 
4, lines 47-67). 

Regarding claim 36, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, wherein a 
unique device ID associated with the digital camera is used for associating the digital 
images with the user account ("entity IDs 28 from each camera 14 and matches. ..the 
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identified user", col. 4, lines 10-30; also see abstract and for more details see figs. 2-4 
and their descriptions). 

Regarding claim 40, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, further 
comprising: a provisioning information module ("the camera with software", col. 4, lines 
9-30, also see fig. 3 and its description) that generates a unique device ID ("create 
entity-specific cameras 14", col. 3, lines 40-49) that is used by an accounting 
management module (OS 70, see fig. 3 and its description) for associating the digital 
images with a particular cellular phone device (col. 4, lines 47-67) used by the digital 
camera to upload digital images (fig. 1 and description). 

Regarding claim 41 , Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, wherein 
said Web site receives digital images as they are uploaded (fig. 1 and description). 

Regarding claim 42, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, wherein 
said Web site continues to store digital images that are uploaded for some period of 
time (col. 11, line 20-col. 12, line 61). 

Regarding claim 43, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, wherein 
said Web site provides on-line access to the digital images (col. 4, lines 31-38). 



Regarding claim 44, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, wherein 
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said digital camera includes connectivity to a cellular phone, for uploading digital images 
(col. 4, lines 47-67). 

Regarding claim 45, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, wherein 
said digital camera include wireless communication capability (col. 4, lines 47-67). 

Regarding claim 46, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, wherein 
said transport mechanism comprises a wireless communication network (col. 4, lines 
47-67). 

Regarding claim 47, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, further 
comprising: a database (fig. 1 , gateway server 18) at the Web site for maintaining the 
uploaded digital images along with an associated unique device ID for the images (fig. 1 
and description). 

Regarding claim 48, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, further 
comprising: a module allowing a user to specify a user name and password for the user 
account that has been pre-provisioned (col. 2, lines 35-58). 

Regarding claim 49, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 33, wherein 
online access to the digital images is predicated upon user input of a valid user name 
and password (col. 1 1 , lines 20-27). 
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Regarding claim 54, Anderson et al. disclose an apparatus for automating 
activation of a user account associated with a user-operated device (fig. 1 and its 
description), the method comprising: 

a Web site (fig. 1 , website 22) to host user data transferred by the user-operated 
device (col. 3, lines 25-49); 

a transport mechanism to enable uploading of the user data from the user- 
operated device to a user account (fig. 1 , user account 40) at the Web site, the user 
account being pre-provisioned for the user-operated device (col. 3, lines 50-col. 4; see 
fig. 1 and description); and 

a module for automatically associating the user data uploaded to the Web site 
with the pre-provisioned user account based on a unique device ID (col. 3, lines 40-49), 
and thereafter providing on-line access to the user data (col. 4, lines 31-45), such that 
the user need not manually establish the user account at the Web site ("automatically"; 
col. 4, lines 25-30; for more detais see fig. 1 , and its description). 

Regarding claim 55, Anderson et al. disclose the apparatus of claim 54, wherein 
the user-operated device is selected from among the following: a digital camera, a 
cellular telephone, a cellular telephone periodically coupled to a digital camera, and a 
cellular telephone including a digital camera (col. 4, lines 47-67). 
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Regarding claim 56, Anderson et al. disclose the apparatus of claim 54, wherein 
the user-operated device has a unique device ID (col. 3, lines 40-49) that is used for 
associating the user-operated device with the user account that has been pre- 
provisioned for the user data (fig. 1 and its description). 

Regarding claim 57, Anderson et al. disclose the apparatus of claim 54, further 
comprising: a provisioning information module ("the camera with software", col. 4, lines 
9-30, also see fig. 3 and its description) to generate a unique device ID ("create entity- 
specific cameras 14", col. 3, lines 40-49) that is used by an accounting management 
module (OS 70, see fig. 3 and its description) for associating the user-operated device 
with the user account (fig. 1 and its description). 

Regarding claim 58, Anderson et al. disclose the apparatus of claim 54, further 
comprising: a buffer to temporarily store the user data prior to determining the user 
account associated with the unique device ID (col. 1 1 , lines 51-67; for more details see 
cols. 11-13). 

Regarding claim 59, Anderson et al. disclose the apparatus of claim 54, further 
comprising: a database (fig. 1 , gateway server 18) at the Web site for maintaining the 
uploaded user data along with an associated unique device ID for the images (fig. 1 and 
description). 
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Regarding claim 60, Anderson et al. disclose the apparatus of claim 54, further 
comprising: a security module to allow a user to specify a user name and password for 
the user account that has been pre-provisioned (col. 2, lines 35-58). 

Regarding claim 61, Anderson et al. disclose the system to enable automatic 
provisioning of a new user account ("a first time connection", see col. 2, lines 35-54) 
comprising: 

a receiving logic to receive data from a peripheral device having a unique device 
ID ("create entity-specific cameras 14", col. 3, lines 40-49), the data destined for storage 
on a repository on the system (fig. 1 and its description); 

an account management module (OS 70, see fig. 3 and its description) to 
automatically establish a user account ("create entity-specific cameras 14", col. 3, lines 
40-49), including creating a user identifier (ID) based, at least in part, on said unique 
device ID assigned to the user-operated device (fig. 1 and description); 

a media gateway (fig. 1 , gateway 18) to associate the data with said user ID (col. 
4, lines 25-30; also see fig. 1 and its description); 

such that an account (fig. 1 , user account 40) is automatically created for the 
owner of the peripheral device (col. 3, lines 50-col. 4; see fig. 1 and description), without 
requiring the user to first set up a user account (fig. 1 and its description). 

Regarding claim 62, Anderson et al. disclose the system of claim 54, further 
comprising: the media gateway (fig. 1 , gateway 18) to query the peripheral device for 
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the unique device ID in response to receiving the data (col. 4, lines 25-30; also see fig. 
1 and its description). 

Regarding claim 63, Anderson et al. disclose a method (fig. 1 and its description) 
facilitating uploading of user data from a user-operated device (digital camera 14, see 
fig. 3 and its description), the method comprising: 

receiving a transfer request from a peripheral device having a unique device ID, 
to transfer data to a Web site (fig. 1 and its description); 

determining if there is a user account associated with the unique device ID, and if 
so, associating the user data with the user account (fig. 1 and its description); 

if there is no user account ("none are found", see col. 2, lines 35-54) associated 
with the unique device ID, establishing a user account automatically at the particular 
Web site, including creating a user identifier (ID) based, at least in pad, on said unique 
device ID assigned to the user-operated device (col. 2, lines 35-50). 

Regarding claim 64, Anderson et al. disclose the method of claim 63, wherein the 
user-operated device is selected from among the following: a digital camera, a cellular 
telephone, a cellular telephone periodically coupled to a digital camera, and a cellular 
telephone including a digital camera (col. 4, lines 47-67). 
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Regarding claim 65, Anderson et al. disclose the method of claim 63, wherein 
establishing the user account occurs upon receiving a first transfer request from the 
user-operated device ("a first time connection", see col. 2, lines 35-54). 

Regarding claim 66, Anderson et al. disclose the method of claim 63, wherein 
establishing the user account occurs prior to first operation of the user-operated device 
("none are found", see col. 2, lines 35-54). 

Regarding claim 67, Anderson et al. disclose the method of claim 63, wherein 
said user account is established using provisioning procedure to associate the user 
account with a unique device ID assigned to the user-operated device (col. 4, lines 9- 
46; also see fig. 1 and its description). 

Regarding claim 68, Anderson et al. disclose the method of claim 63, further 
comprising: determining whether the user-operated device is an authorized device prior 
to storing the images on the Web site (col. 4, lines 9-46; also see fig. 1 and its 
description). 

Regarding claim 69, Anderson et al. disclose the method of claim 63, further 
comprising: temporarily saving the user data in a buffered storage module until the user 
data is determined to be associated with a particular user account (col. 11, lines 56-67; 
for more details see cols. 11-13). 
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Regarding claim 70, Anderson et al. disclose the method of claim 69, wherein 
said content temporarily saved in the buffered image storage module is transferred to 
an image storage-by-account module in an image repository after the content is 
determined to be associated with a particular user account (see cols. 11-13). 

Regarding claim 71 , Anderson et al. disclose the method of claim 63, further 
comprising: having a user account ticket, generated, at least in part, from the device ID 
of the user-operated device ("your camera serial number is 38147" col. 1 1 , lines 51-55), 
the user account ticket used for initially establishing the user account (see cols. 11-13). 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-7924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kincaid G Lester can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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